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NOTES ON CURRENT AND RECENT EVENTS. 

Increase of Crime in England in 1908.' — In the introduction to the Crim- 
inal Statistics of England for 1908, Mr. J. W. Farrant, the official statistical 
expert says that in the year 1908 the number of persons tried for indictable 
offenses was 68,116, a higher number than in any previous year. 

The increase in 1908 over 1907 was 1 1 per cent. But a comparison of 
crime with total population may be misleading, for there is little relation between 
the amount of crime and the number of children, women and aged persons 
who together make up three-fourths of the population. Most criminality comes 
from the male population within certain age limits. According to this expert, 
crime has increased in England very little in half a century. He sums up his 
remarks upon crime in 1908 as follows : 

1. Crimes against the person showed an increase unimportant in amount. 

2. Crimes against property, both trivial and serious, increased very largely 
the probable reason being distress and unemployment arising from depression 
of trade and labor disputes. 

3. For the same reason vagrancy increased and drunkenness diminished 
but otherwise non-indictable offenses showed no important changes. 1 

Russian Prison Administration. — In view of certain criticisms directed 
against the management of the prisons of the Russian Empire, the imperial 
authorities have published a denial 1 of these stories which they charge with 
exaggeration and misrepresentation. The essential points of this denial are 
that Kennan, Kropotkine, Kautzky and others are carried away by political 
prejudices; that the evidence adduced will not bear analysis; that in reality 
the Russian prison system will bear comparison with that of other civilized 
countries. Along with the official affirmation there is a citation of facts. Thus, 
the number of prisoners in Russia to every ten thousand inhabitants before the 
political troubles ( 1906) was only six, while in France it was seven and eight- 
tenths, in Austria ten, in Switzerland twelve, in Prussia sixteen and three- 
tenths, in Belgium sixteen and seven-tenths. The political disturbances natu- 
rally increased the number of prisoners,, which rose from ninety-six thousand 
in 1905 to more than one hundred and seventy-one thousand in 1908. 
The cells available were not sufficient and crowding was inevitable, 
and with crowding, unwholesome conditions; but the government built larger 
prisons as rapidly as possible and the available places rose from one hundred and 
one thousand five hundred in 1905 to one hundred and twenty thousand, and 
are now sufficient. The number of sick in 1908 was seven and sixty-nine hun- 
dredths in one hundred prisoners, the mortality was 5,145, or forty-one per 



"Judicial Statistics. England and Wales, for 1908, London. 1910. 

^Furnished by Arthur MacDonald. 

'"A propos des bruits sur les pretendues oppressions des detenus dans les 
prisons russes, dementi official." St. Petersbourg. Imprimerie "Russo-Francaise " 
1 910. Pp. 29. 
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